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Abstract: Located in the northwest of Hegong Village of Xinzhou City of Shanxi Province, the
Hegong site was excavated in the spring of 2011 by the Shanxi Provincial Institute of Archaeology
along with the Culture Relics and Archaeology Research Institute of Xinzhou, as of a rescue project
to cooperate with the construction of high-speed rail between Datong and Xi‘an. In the excavated
area of about 1500 square meters, six houses, two pottery kilns, several ash pits and a large quantity
of potteries, stonewares and bone tools were revealed. According to the layer level relationship and
features of the excavated objects, the site was dated to the late Longshan period. The convex-shaped
houses which used lime powders as architectural coatings, with the characteristics of both vertical
deep cave type and shallow semi-cave type, are believed to be the predecessor of cave-type building.
And the row distribution reflected the social form of cluster living. The Hegong site revealed a
panorama of human settlements in the late Longshan period in Xinding Basin. In particular, the
unearthed houses and pottery kilns provided valuable material information for in-depth study of the

late Neolithic culture in the northwest of Shanxi Province.

Key Words: the Hegong site; semi-cave house site; the late Longshan period; Xinding Basin;
archaeology in the Northwest of Shanxi
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